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Dear Valued Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce Member: 

In the event of a natural disaster, such as a hurricane, our team has developed a packet of 

checklists, forms, and emergency contacts to help get your business back up and running as 

quickly as possible.   

Should you have any concerns or questions we are here to assist you at anytime.  Please give us 

a call or visit our website at www.mscoastchamber.com.  Your business is our priority. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Nastasi, IOM 

CEO, Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce 

 

Brad Batson 

Disaster Liaison 

 

 

 

(228) 604-ллмп ω www.mscoastchamber.com  

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce fosters leadership and the advancement of the community vision and interests of its members.  
Coast Chamber strives to improve the business climate through facilitating, advocating and providing information on behalf of the region.  
Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce is a membership organization compromised of businesses in Harrison County and throughout 
South Mississippi.  Through a partnership among the Biloxi, Gulfport, Long Beach and Pass Christian Chambers of Commerce, Coast Chamber 
promotes community and economic development on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  Additional organizations of the Coast Chamber include Coast 
Young Professionals, Leadership Gulf Coast, Centurions and Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
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As hurricane season approaches the Mississippi Gulf Coast it has come time to start preparing 
yourself and your business for potential hurricanes.  Hurricane season, for the Atlantic Ocean, 
begins on June 1 and ends November 30.  During this time it is vital that you keep up-to-date 
with the current weather situation and pay close attention to tropical disturbances in the 
Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico.  By doing this, you are beginning to prepare for potential 
storms and taking all of the precautions necessary to ensure you, your employees, and your 
business are protected and secure.  This hurricane preparation plan for business security and 
recovery is designed to answer questions you and your employees might have as well as 
provide checklists and documents for keeping up with inventory and emergency contact 
information. 

 

HURRICANE WATCHES AND WARNINGS 

A hurricane watch is a first notice that means the eye of a hurricane may threaten an area 
within 36 hours.  If your area comes under a hurricane watch, pay close attention to see if the 
advisory is upped to a hurricane warning. 

A hurricane warning is issued when the eye of a hurricane is expected to strike within 24 hours.   

 

HURRICANE CATEGORIES 

Hurricanes come in all different sizes and categories.  Being familiar with these categories can 

be essential to knowing how much you and your employees should prepare for the storm.  The 

following is a descriptive list of hurricane categories and their affects should they make landfall.  

 Category 1 ς These have winds that range from 73 to 95 miles per hour.  Expected 

damage could include flooding of coastal roads, as well as some boat and pier damage. 

 Category 2 ς These have winds that range from 96 to 110 miles per hour.  Some roads 

closest to the coast could be closed down due to flooding as well as some roads slightly 

further inland right before the hurricane approaches land.  Major damage to mobile 

homes can be expected as well as minor damage to windows, doors, and roofing. 

 Category 3 ς These have winds that range from 111 to 130 miles per hour.  Damages to 

be expected can include flooding and closing down of roads on the coast and those 

farther inland, mobile home destruction, structural damage to smaller buildings, and 

severe coastal flooding. 

 Category 4 ς These have winds that range from 131 to 155 miles per hour.  Closing of 

coastal and inland roads due to flooding is definitely expected hours before the 

hurricane approaches land.  Expect major damage to lower floors of buildings close to 



the coast line due to storm surges along with debris.  Collapsing of roofs on many 

smaller structures is highly anticipated.   

 Category 5 ς These have winds that are more than 155 miles per hours.  These 

hurricanes are definitely the most powerful and most deadly.  Expect major damage to 

roads, buildings, and bridges on the coast as well as in far inland areas.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HURRICANE THREAT ZONES 

Surge Map 

 

 

HURRICANE EVACUATION ZONES 

 



 

 




